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Learning about the soil has taught me, to a greater extent
than ever before, that we establish our truths from
information that’s patchy and shallow, beneath which lies
realities we scarcely imagine. Widely accepted claims are
based on hearsay and myth, while scientific findings,
however dramatic and intriguing, are scarcely known
beyond a small circle of specialists.

Our beliefs about food and farming are dominated by fables
and metaphors that describe not the world as it is, but an
idealized, simplified planet, prompting us to make
catastrophic mistakes.
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